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Oar Procreatlve Power is the beat evidence of immortality ; sexual attn 
dee parental love ; i( is ■ law of nature ; and m 
emotion till he i"«-<ls the Bofl breath of bis child <>n bis ikek, and the I" 
,,l the littli ainst his chest. 

The tiiiiii who is not at mature age conscious of existing sexual in 
or waning power, is approaching id mental imbec 
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of the Rectum, Bladder, and Uterus; their sympathetic Bymptomi 
in other parts of the body. 
Hemorrhoids, Fissure, Fistula; their insidious character and symptoms. 
Circumcision; its true meaning -was it m religious or a hygienic rite! 
Varicocele; what is it. and what are its effects on health P 

eniia; what are they I People who are bl 1 and nerve- 

i ; w hat is the CUTS ''. 

Th< American Women. Is it proper to check the increase oi 

Gun 

btmenl of Stricture by [nternal Incision ; a n^w and simple instrument 
for immediate cure. 

\ irility in Young Married People ; an unsuspected cause. 
Do Mi... inate from tha Marriage of Blood Relations, or 

ley due t" Incompatible Temperaments ? 

jantly printed; 25 rents. Inclose to Bos No. 

8121. 

The whole work may be had of the Editor only, for $18, well bound, in i\ 

• each. The lasl one contains the celebrated articles 

We advise the formation of village clubs to buj it as a library. 

line from lie- pen of Dr. Dixon is of value to the whole human l.iini- 

r » 

" Dr. Di tand with the conservative men of the day. II'- is 

universally known ■,< practical tart; his journal is unlike 

in tie- literature of the day : in didactic power lie has no equal, ami 

3 one motive- tie- good of the people." — A'. )'. Daily 

•1 thorough practitioner of science; lie is a man 
ty to teach; every word is weighty with meat v. )'. 

" '"'■ Dixon has given i instructive ami useful number. Mi- extra- 

• r the- bibliography of I 

the whole human race) i- onlj i his 

A pupil ol thi i , \, Motl 

lolar ami eloquent man, th 

. hi- capai 
cautionary and mora , thi 

:";il honor I and heart of the author." V }' 

id thorough devotion to die ra 
mity melei 
mp it with more than ordinary interest '—Boston Medical and 

■ 1 1. 
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author on certain morbid i and their I 

1 by liini for the past thii 
pported by the atructure and physiological laws which 

penence. 

tirely -1" they differ I >k>, that the inquirer can 

I no aid from tl 
'II, jenttemen—" the fathers of our pi been 

. many centurii ! tradition, thai I 

have encumbered the medical more with 
who propo e the auth f the abnormal 

I f in it. himself mu h b >ul It I j can I llj i 

thai "medical treatment very Little consideration in ' ! 

ire adopted by the author | 1 upon the 

of placing the nervous and arterial :1 ■ , '" 1 " 1 '" 

lim, to '-any oul the intention of nature in other \ **• 

In the embryo of every li are, whether in the womb 

the nervous s) item is th. I inizatioa I 

nsthe action of the heart and It 
the ai l veins, th 

on of the functions of the latter isnati 
,,, health; its i Respiration, the circulation of the I 

uiacation, motion, sleep, and reproduction, are all absolutely 
rolled by the nerves. So numerous are they in their ramiBcations that, it 
every particle of the otter reins, arteries, and ma ■ ™ l1 

oven the bones themselves, could be removed, the nerves alone i 
would repre i nt the perfect form of every organ and the entire body uncha 
H k6 the skeleton leaves in the phantom bouquet If such early d< 
and perfection of mechanism do not indicate the i 

integrity of action of the nerves on the reprodu n th »* 

i, is unphilosophical to give medicine to restore their tone is • 1 Um 

.In. ermay do his worst; he can do little harm. 

ems the format! 'tmust 

Burely demand the integrity of n to enable it to perform its fund 

H , Watch can not keep tune when its structure is deranged, how mu 

can we expect so compl 

plan when in an abnormal condition? Ef, in the greater part -on 

which we dwell, the earth, th the entire vegetable ^ an.mal 

he law of sexual attraction, then the, Iwhenh. 

..,■..;. ...1., I W. 

\itr ■ 



line arc they produced f Can they be cured without an ope 

Ulcer qf the Rectum. Influence 
f the Bladdt r. 

portion of the human body, however small, contains its appropriate 
nerves, arteries, and veins. The arteries and veins produce piles in the follow- 
ing manner: The bowels are formed throughout their whole length l>y an inner 

muCOUS lining, a middle and muscular one, and an outer one similar to the 

inner one, and continuous with the membrane that lines the cavity "I' the abdo 
men. The inner one produces mucus, which lubricates the inner surface of the 
intestine, and allows the surplus contents to pass easily downward. The mus- 
cular coat, by means of an alternation of contraction and relaxation, forces these 

nts dow n w aid on their way out of the system. The outer co.it covers the 

ular "iie, and by its moisture and smoothness, enables (he intestines to glide 

«asily upon, and not irritate the numerous convolutions, nor the membrane 
lining the cavity of the belly. 

At tb Or 4.NUS, as we call it, the muscular coat becomes much 

i r at the inch surrounding the end of the bowel. The object of this in- 
i.y its power of involuntary contraction, to keep the bowel 

well dosed. Now, the reader will notice, that as (his powerful muscle COm 

y surround, the BECTi m, as the lower bowel is called, it mu. i of nece 

through and under its lih res in supply the mu- 

membrane, or tin' inner lining of the lowe t pari of the bowel Thee veins 
II veins in the body do) carryback the blood brought to the part by its 

rirU,,; I has contributed what the mucus membrane requires tor its 

and nourishment The blood-vessels all penetrate tie- outer coat 
iefly distributed bo as to Burround the three upper inches of the rec- 
tum, while they run lengthwise in the two inches below, aid pa s under the 
circular or cl >sing muscle to the verge of the anus, where the mucous membrane 
kin. Here piles always appear. 
When t: constipation of the bowels to distend them, and cat 

them to press upon the great vein, within the belly into which the smaller 
of the rectum empty, all goes on smoothly ; the blood pa | fi ,„,, ,)„. 

or opening of the bowel, into these larger veins, and finds its way to the 
. notwithstanding the constriction of this circular muscle, or sphincter, as 
died. But when the bowels are distended and obstinately costive, the 
an not, by their feeble power, overcome both the constricting muscle and 
the " ,; kbove > :u " 1 80 they swell into tumors, all round or on ,„„. side 

of the anus, and very often give great pain by their distention pressing upon 
and irritating the nerves that accompany the vein- and art 

r, remember, that the arteries which bring the blood to the part being 
connected with and subjed f th( . ,„,,,-, ,,„., ,..,.;, v ^ jt * 

<ae veins; but the veins having to raise it upward, and the sphincter muscle 
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u "' 1 ' Ifl to driv. 

. upward : it cat 
formi 4 l [ten hollow, 

in tin-in, and then th ; a l- 

■ 

bl I '■ old piles ai ■ low down 

' he .'inn an kin. 

I" i on u I! o n di cover thai the blood finds its way to the heart, 
and ceases to d much quicker when 1 a the 

i' all kinds, \\ ine and irrital 
live medicines i irritation, and take away from I 

of th l upward, which 

must do of then not, like th 

the continual contraction of the powerful muscular i t, but 

return the blood to it, aided only by the mm 
of the thin walls of the righl auricle, the receptacle for the v< 
the \> ins of the rectum have no valv< to mount. 

The i ■< supply tli<' internal or mucous coal of the rectum play a 

verj importanl part in its action in health :iti<l disease. W hi n 
of the veins, and no internal piles exist, they telegraph to the brain tl 
of the stool; but when thi . which thread with ■ 

cntiic mucous membrane, are covered up by th 
which the arteries constantly Bupply with blood, th 
gence of the foece i. The sphincters, or closing muscles, are two in numb 
circular one immediately Burrounda the last or lowest inch of the I 
other is elliptic, and lies a few lines - the inner one, flat like 

ii is supplementary only, and inferior in power to the circular ■ 
are in health, they are alwaj - tighl 

imt w hen ill, or exhausted by discharges from internal or bl edin 5 pil< -. or in- 
ternal ul. •(■ration, or weakened by protruding piles or p 
relax, and permit the piles or enl u jed reins to protrude, constituting external 
piles. Theyarethe re; the nerves are the sentinels and n 

The rectum, in health, is generally empty; tl. umulatingin that 

portion of the bowel called ti higher. N 

bitually constipated without more or ' of the rectum. 

I tions Of water, anil still more of stimulating fluids, as salt anil turpen- 
tine, for constipation, are pernicious. They distend and destroy the healthful 

• utile power of the how 'el. An examination of persons who ha\ 
them, by the speculum, always show - itive and relaxed condition of the 

mucous membrane ; its adhesion to the muscular coat is weakened, and it 
downward and passes the sphincter muscle, constituting, in tl 

there are no di-tinct tumors or piles, the disease call, I 

piles have existed for a Ion- time, and harassed the patient— some- 
times within and sometimes without, sometimes painful times quite 



4 Kinds — Complete and Incomplete. 

endurable — they often become reduced to thick and partially solid tumors, ren 

dering th< still uncomfortable by interfering with cleanliness, irritating 

and itching, and sometimes producing permanent thickening of the verge. They 

I istula, Fissure, Prolapsus, and other ulcerations of the bowel, 

and by sympathy, -real weakness of the bladder and its appendages. 

The ligature is the best method of removing voluminous piles ; it is 
lutely safe, and nearly always quite painless, when carefully applied 
to the morbid growth or pile only, taking the greatest care to exclude every 
Bbre of the external skin and the closing inusele below the pile, that surrounds 
bowel; we have often known this to be the cause of severe pain when the 
ligature was tied and cut, so that it could not l,e removed. A careful sut 
will always discover it when passingthe needle conveying the ligature; tor this 
o no chloroform should he given. The operator requires warning. Ten 
usually sufficient to effect a cure. The two other methods we 
adopl are, the application of nitric aeid to the piles only, and the instillation, by 
[Uisitely minute hollow tube and syringe, of a single drop of per sulphateof 
i these methods will effectually cure, hut they require, if possible 

Ul and experienced manipulation than the ligature : both m- 11 

ne.re time. Solid or external piles only, had heller he removed hy the 

- there is, like the softer or internal ones, no danger from bleeding 

I he question is often asked, Will not the " piles " reappear ? The only true 

, at middle life, are the result of long-continued disea eofthe 
tion of the liver, constipation, pureatives, self-abuse and pas 

JS, and business exhaustion. Most people acquire their permanent 

'"•"'" of body when forty years of age. The causes have then culmi- 
nated, and the man is what he is going to remain, unless he soon die Iron, 

ig and exhaustion. He may reach old age with piles, but he will be a 
burden to himself and others. If thoroughly cured, he -nay nurse his consti- 
tutor!; but that can never be done when he ha not a daily evacuation without 

phys.COr mjcct.ons. Not one ease in a hundred would give any trouble after 

cure^ff people would only be temperate. Tobacco and liquor are fruitful causes 
? f th t C f ' jr ;; iaUo " Phe former particularly has a direct action in 

haustmg ,, membranes of the lungs, the urethra, and intestin. Pur 

^wels" oonstipation are always injurious and exhausting to the 

A Fistula is an ulcerated passage communicating with the insido of il„ 

return or bwer bowel, and the B kin near the anus Cy small J, ! ° rar ^ 

than a p,n\s head. When there are two openings it is ZfuA J 

Pbte; When only one , incomplete. If Tt enter the E^^tZZ 
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the b l si blind b 

wirl. - into the I 

I 
often accompanied by troublesome itching. The sooner these are opened, the 
,\ ity will there be to heal. 

of the gut In tin ' wer 

pari of the bowel, like boiU in i 

blind or internal fistula, thi 
pen by ul I 

though they m i ' llL ' n ~ 

mingled with them. Tbi i by the loi 

i,.,itii, n and d< compo ition of the pus, and the i thin 

mucous membrane lining only intervening, and tho sulphurated hy- 

through it 

riptiona of the simpler form 
The tulou canal may extend far up into th 
with many external open extend far beneath I 

be accompanied with hard 

,. bladder, urethra, \ ""' even with tl 

the pelvis Wehavewita variety of this < 

ii,„,, ular ailment in N 1 1 

land SurgiealJournal for 1842, then 
in w | : variety of fistulas of which weeverread or he 

In one individual They were all laid open and a 

now active!: in business in this city. W 

noother motive than to show that thru of this di 

may be cured. 

The cause of fistula ran nol always be satisfactorily determ etimea 

, i, through the intestines, and Is 

sphincter muscle; remaining 1 b before i( is expell I 

Uon of the coats of the bowel, and so, by the irrital 
of i, into the loose surrounding tissue, a fistula is formed. * 

found . fish-bone, a pin, and a musk-m ued by the 

Tho constitutions of tho mmption oi 

plexy should be always subjected to < rutiny bel 

for either piles or fistula is determined on. Tho balaa 
.hould be maturely considered. The dis 

preserving some important organ f » inflammstion, and 

Lnt destruction. On the other hand, it is to 
Snued exhaustion, produced by either of the 
w ,, r out life Nothing but ex] <* «*»■»■ of thc facts in 
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the ■' . and the absolute integrity of the Burgeon, will avail the patient 

who desires to do the best lie can for the preservation of life. Therefore, ho 
il 1 always applj i who is p xfectly familiar with such cases, and 

one whose honesty is known. 

tethods of operating on fistula. The one is, by pa 
one hand into the rectum, or u r ut, an 1 then, after having ascertained 
the direction of the fistula, passing a probe p tinted director into the outer ope 
ning, following it with a delicate p linted knife, and thus op sning the fistula into 
the gut The wound is then to be kept apart for a few days with lint, to pre 
its healing m 1 not at the bottom, thus causing the disease 

to continue. 

The other method is by the ligature. A silk thread, or, what is better, a 

: wire, is pa igh tl pening in the Bkin into the gut, and then by 

a blunt hook brought out of the bowel ; this is gradually tightened <>r twisted 

till it cut- through (he .-kin and all the portion of the bowel included in the 

ire. It is a far more tedious and infinitely re painful method. Mr. Ar 

nott's beautiful device of chilling the skin with ice and salt in a gauze bag renders 

life as painless as though the prison operated on was under ether or chlo- 

i; and, wlui is better, there is no subsequent headache and no possible 

danger. We haveused the ligature a few times to please the patient, hut think 

tall decline it hereafter. The ice and salt have never Tailed in a number of 

king to be desired in all operations on the skin and 

is parts. We lind ether and chloroform rarely necessary ; 

m our private hospital we have used them hut five limes during the past pear. 

a term used by surgeons to express not. exactly a 

. -r (hit in the bowel, but rather an ulcer of its mucous lining. Il is n'sii 
ally low down, and visible by separating the parts. It rarely or n< i 
in children, hut usually in adults, and is common in females, who are often 
itary habits, constipated; this condition often produces if. Ii 
■ an ulcerated internal pile; sometimes by mechanical in- 
jury from the awkward use of a Byringe, or the passage of a hard Bubstance ; 
hilitic ulcerations. It produces the mosl violent burning, sometimes 
to such extreme agony on pas ing the contents of the bowels that 
patients will often delay defecation till compelled to yield to the demands of na- 
wasting of the flesh and extreme nervous sensibility ; we have 
known it to produce temporary insanity. 

It corues on gradually, often by a persistent itching, at first attraoli.rr ][ Mi . or 
no attention. The pain is produced hy a spasmodic affection of the Bphincter mus 
cle that surrounds the gut; the itching is produced hy the contact of the fo 

There are two methods, also, of curing this disease : one by ve lt i ve 

and causttc ointments and subsequent dilation with various si: ,. „,), 

conical instruments, formed of India rubber, and called bougies; the other Im- 
partially dividing the ulcer only, with the knife, which allows it to heal like any 
ordinary cut. The latter is instantaneous and the far preferable method 
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Id in- thod i dividing tl This 

■ ard, 

the pi ntolligibly I 

I » i v iding the Bpfa i and 

We havi muscle divided clear throu I is totally unnc- 

The inner fibres only of th< 
be di\ 

The 1 gie, if i in, will always relievi [< is nc- 

• have ■ propei Ij ■ iug with tfa 

the ulcer i tnely irritable thai the mu - with in I 

upon attempting the introduction of the i irritability 

is greatly allayed by the ladonna ai 

tred on the pari before the u e of the bougie. The patient, if intell 
may carrj outth il by the bougie without the aid of th< 

Strii n Rectum is, fortunal 

unfortunat e many cases, and i • 

i,ui thi i b I thirtj five j ears o( pi We 

should N"i ( how often we have i 

to us for treating the complaint, where it proved, on examination, n 

tipation and ncompetenl investigation having 

uniiner. When it d< t is of sufficiently difficult treati tthe 

patient's philosophy, and to call forth all the patience and d -kill of 

il rgeon. After twenty years' trial of the old method of b 

abando 1 them entirely, and now use an instrument of our own invention, of 

u character bo Bimplo and efflcienl that the patieni can apply it without the aid 
of the Burgeon with a Buccess and facility that leaves nothing to '< 
When th< i not cancerous in character -which unfortunately il often 

the patient can control il for an ordinary lifetime, and secure natural eva- 
cuations without the exhausting effect of purgative medicines. Of 

of the instrument we havi lepends upon th 

character of the Btricture, and this can only be determined by ■ my careful 
examination. 

Sympatbi no Si kptoxs ^( these diseases in the Bladder and Uterus, and 
their consequences in producing prostration of the pow ers of the sexual i 
and bladder, is all we can add to this Bhort exposil 
correctly on the nature of their symptoms. They seem to isoUte each pari 

I that the human body is only in health when all il I harmoni- 

qoI be continually reminded of the existence of any ■ 
•ing wrong in that part In high health, the body acta ii 
t harmony in all its parts, that we do not realise that it is ma 
rioua how the reader the importance of knowii 

thy, we extract from that acute observer and excellent sur- 

rk on the anatomy and dis- 



8 Sympathy between the Bladder, Womb, and Rectum, 

ns, p, l!'.: "The urethra is often sympathetically 
affected by disease of the rectum of so obscure :i nature, that the patient is 
ius of the complaint The sympathy which exists with hemor- 
rhoids (pi rally sufficiently marked, and whenever symptoms in the 
urethra can not be accounted for after an examination of thai pari, the state 
of the rectum should be carefully investigated. 1 have seen two very remark* 
able cases of disease attributed to the urethra resulting from :i small fl 
in the fold of the mucous membrane of the Intestine, which remained for a very 
time unrelieved by all the mean- adopted for their cure, until at last the 
fissures wi red, and complete relief obtained by division of the Bphinc- 
ter muscle and of the extremity of the rectum corresponding to the fissure." 
We have \ observed this origin of urethral irritability. In our own 
work on diseases of the sexual sysl im it is particularly noticed ; that work was 
published twenty-live years since, and scarcely a week lias elapsed without a 
renewed conviction of its truth. We have seen hundreds of eases in which par 

tial or complete impotence resulted from the nervous exhaustion produced by 

. and which gradually ceased <>n their cure. The urethra and bladder are 

almost always affected, and we often refuse <" treat the patienl for suppo ed 

ol these important organs, well knowing that all his troubles originate 

from piles. 

.in Brodie remarks, page 810, in his Essays <>n Hemorrhoids: "In- 
ternal pile patienl a great deal of inconvenience, besides which 
they are liable to irritate the neighboring parts, often producing the frequent 
to urinate, and at other times inducing spasm in the muscles that but- 
1 '" 1 "" 1 the i ii- pari of the urethra, o as i" cau e i omplete retention 
of urine." We have often been obliged to recommend laudanum injection 

mdition of thin--, and it has been necessary to repeal them for days and 
. the patient obtaining no permanent relief until the piles were cured, 
are often a great annoyance to the surgeon, because the patient, not- 
withstanding the possibility ol piles existing when they do not come down at 
1 neither Bee nor feel them, will not believe in their exi tence 
insisting on the disease of the urethra only being attended to, when then- ,1 
really no actual disease there. 

In diseases of the neck of the womb, the sympathy with the bowel is 
arcely ever find such a case without some morbid condition of 
the rectum. Hither piles or figure, to which women are particularly subject 
from constipation of the bowels, are often found associate.]. The bladder 
(pes in a chronic case of piles, and we never think of treating 
their , elilion separately. The surgeon who understands these sym- 

path.es will never he influenced by his patient's wishes to ne or the 

other. A\ e never attach the least importance to the opinions of our patients 
and always tell them so at the first interview; it saves a great amount of 
trouble. 



Abridged from a hrtiirr on t? t , f.if logy a t of Stricter* De 

in, red to hi» p 

! -enue. 

Sixci tfa me, of Edinburgh, that strictun thra 

ly permanently curable by incision, 
tinize one of their best e tablished and mosl cherished dogmas; 01 
tioned by I i authoi ities, and apparently i 

urioa of professional scrutiny. Indeed, it had become an aphorism ; anc 
the surgical neophyte would have been condemned to another year of study, it" 
he did nol know if, when asked by his u tormentor," whilst "undergoing his 

- .in." Ii was this : " All wounds, wh 
they unite." In popular phra 
shrink." Now, all practical surgeons well know thai this applies only to 

wounds where there ia mucb 
skin, as in burns ; il Is quite doubtful if the aphorism applies at all to incision 
below Hi" skin; it surely does not, to the numerous opa 
for deformities produced by contracted muscles and tendons, as wry neck, 
clubbed foot, contracted joints, etc., where incisions are freely made under the 
akin. Surgeons have, for centuries, therefore, applied a rule applicable to ulcer- 

\ only, to Bimple incisions ; and the consequence has been, the failui 
cure two of the mosl distressing diseases to which we are subject, nam 
" Stricture of the urethra, and stricture of the uterus." The former is b I 
w ell known in our*o« n sex. ami the latter, only unsu exist by 1 1 

of al orance <>f the nature of her own structure and fui 

those women afflicted with painful menstruation in early life, and unfruitful- 
ness when married. She would boas frequently (he Bubji 'ire of the 

urethra as man, wore it n^t rendered almost impossible by the shortni 
the passage, making it easily and constantly dilatable by the urine. Tie 

from the cavity of the uterus, in its unimpregnated state, only requiring 

the percolation of the menstrual fluid— as ii were, drop by drop— and 

Subjeci to ulceration and contraction, beside8 ha\ \uz its caliber, which will 
hardly admit a pin, in its natural condition, continually contracted I 

tion of the substance of the neck of the womb, through which it passes -is very 

liable to Stricture J indeed, nine women out often, who labor under difficult 

or painful menstruation, and are unfruitful, have this disease But it is truly 
astonishing that phj till pcrsi>t in treating both these diseases with 

medicines. They belong exclusively to the Burgeon, and can only he cm 

local and instrumental treatment. In both, there i- an alteration of structure, 
Which, when the diseases have ■ some time, has become permanent 



10 Causes, Symptoms, and Situation. 

ture is a thickening of the natural tissues lining the respective pa 
from the bladder and the womb, making them smaller than natural. Thin 
thickening is the result of inflammation ; in the urethra, it is usually caused by 
Gonorrhea or Clap; not always, however, for there are other causes of inflam 

mntion ; long-continued self-abuse may cause it. It is only necessary to apply 

irritation to the urethra, and to continue that irritation long enough, for 

inflammation and thickening to occur in the lining or mucous membrane, and 
-.lend far enough beneath it to produce "stricture." It may originate 
from mechanical injury. We have had very had eases of stricture from kicks 
between the legs; also from Billing astride of a rail ; and in one instance the 
tail of a wagon-board, astride of which a man alighted suddenly. The use 

of that Bhockingly dangerous instrument for cauterizing the openings of the 

seminal ducts, (Lallemand's Tort Caustique,) has made a W-w of the worst 
Btrietures we have Been. As these result from the contraction of an irregular 
ulcer of indefinite extent, produced bj the caustic, the cicatrix forms a stric- 
ture of no describable shape; the passage being so distorted, (hat its natural 
iniiy can never he restored ; the only resource of the Burgeon is, to cm 

through it in a curved line, ami form a new passage. We have also had B6V- 

eral tures under treatment from local inflammation, caused by the 

continued passage of bougies by the patients themselves, when pursuing the 
old method of dilating the stricture with bougies. 

The barbarous method of forcing through a stricture with a conical bougie, 
and piercing it with a pointed one, will often greatly increase it ; indeed, it ia 
impossible, at this moment, to recall an accident, or evil resull of practice, that 
• afforded us on- or many example, of stricture. 

Stri . from the twelfth of an inch to two inches i„ length: 

we have bad examples of more than tine,, inches of the urethra obstructed by 
oneor """ ■ cartilaginous hardness. They are rarely at the 

opening or mouth ; most frequently th.y are situated at (he fourth or fifth inch 
of the urethra, when that } n inches in length; it is not usually 

r : Btricture rarely exists at the neck of the bladder. 

SYMPTOMS. 
are so unaccustomed to observe correctly their own feelings, and to 
trace out the causes that interrupt that harmony of action which constitutes 
health, that it is quite difficult to convince them of the existence of any other 
symptoms of stricture, than such palpable on. i great diminution of 

the stream, or occasional absolute obstruction to the passage of the urine. Now 
one would suppose that it could hardly he possible to overlook a diminished 
stream, amounting to one half what it should he in health ; hut we have only to 
reflect, that if an ordinary lead pipe, of a similar calibre, delivering a stream 
of its own size, should receive a blow, causing a dent that should diminish it by 
one half that calibre, it would still deliver a stream in appearance quite as large 
as before ; hut that stream would not be round and continuous, nor could it be 
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projected of the pipe as it would have been 

dent «:i- made; it would be spiral, or more or leas like aeork-screw, scattering 
;it the orifice, and it would fall n< The patient rareiy 

>r the increased frequency of th bis urine; both 

idual in their approach, that they are rar- 
till bo marked' a I attentioa I n / he could 

determine when he first believed th of urine w» dly dimin- 

ished. Winn asked if he has noticed any diminution, the patient will invaria- 
bly say No often even when a number four bougie will pass with difficulty. 
Still less will he believe that nervous symptoms, palpi! 

itude, and increasing unwillingness and want of mental force in all 
the business of life, depend upon this morbid irritability of the urethra. 
conduit is intended by nature for the rapid pas age of the urine, whi 
\,iv irritating, because of the redundant acid andalkalim m the 

blood; the urethra being the f the body. The m 

•nous; if taken into the blood exten 
none is secreted by the kidnej J, the patient die ■ mia; 

he becomes stupid and dies bl l-poisoned by the ui when the 

,il v narrowed b from any cause wh 

the force of the bladder can not art as much on « of urii 

y ()l ,,l ,n mi that nearest the bladder; therefore the • 

portion of iln' urethra is distended, often to double and triple the 
,,,,„-,. distant portion. This distended part becomes irritable from th 
of the acrid urine, and its lining membrane no longer remains -month, not 

rate the healthful mucus provided by nature to lubricate it, and cause it 
to tolerate the urine ; this sore 1 k, irritates the whole i tern, 

and causes general constitutional symptoms, as above enumerated, chill 
lu process of time, the stricture increases, by the thickening of i 
by the constant inflammation, till the urine is only perm:' 
small Btream, or drop by drop. Cold feet, general chill, or a debauch with 
wine or women, throw the blood from the Burface into the membrane lining 

trfcture, and it swells till the urethra is qu and there is absolute 

detention of urine. 

It is not advisable, nor indeed, possible, within thelimil t lecture, 

to enumerate the variety of remedies administered by phj - I the 

trine to flow. They are mostly inoperative and unreliable. Warmth ii 
ued by bricks and bottles of hot water, is the only reliable moth. 
reopening the passage ; if there be spasmodic efforts to pass the urine, and the 
smaUeal catheter can not pass, by skillful and gentle efforts, no time should be 

lost Ether should be immediately inhaled— from a fumu-l-sli.ipod napkin, the 

other being applied by means of a sponge the sii ' the 

funnel point of the napkin, the patient's nose being -uth, 

rising it every few seconds to admit the air. This is p entiflc and 

nfe »nd should never be omitted It is quite unnect rait for tha 
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doHnr or surgeon ; any person "I" common intelligence should at once pi 
trdol without hesitation, and what ia more, as soon as the patient is insen- 
sible, he should, without the least fear, attempt very slowly and gently to pass 

ill Dumber four catheter of gum elastic. Be can do no possible harm, and 
victim the greatest anguish, and the danger of a bui 
bladder. I can not o »« it is, that people who call themselves men, <h> 

not instruct their patients, especially in the country, where it is often < 1 i (li «-nl t- 

• medical aid, in this simple and necessary act No man worthy tho 
mune would tail to do it, nor should Instruction in the use of ether any longer 
be withheld in our public Bchools. It isthemosl effectual remedy for spasmodic 

own to man. When our profession elevate their code of ethi 
the height, and adapt it to the breadth of the requirements of humanity, then 

they will have less chum' to complain Of the ignorance and ingratitude of their 
nts. 
If i I - fail in enabling the patient to pass his urine, no further time 

must be lost The surgeon (not the physician) must be called. We will en- 
deavor to illustrate why we say this, by a few type cases. It is customary, in 
all the authors on Stricture we have ever read, not only to publish a great num- 
ive all the receipts, and the regimen adopted in each case, 
and to dismiss the patient generally as "cured" by the same. We have no 
i of having "cured" a single case, in thirty Ave years' experience 
by the method of dilating with bougies; whenever the patient has not left ui 
•d di e d imanded payment of a bill, or because his disease re- 

turned after a little relief by dilating the Btricture, keeping his feet warm, 
and . intemperance and other debauchery, he has either abandoned 

u> because he was promised a cure by medicine, or be has abandoned bimi i If 
pair at the result of all treatment It is only Bince we have adopted the 
aent of incision by the Urethrotome, that we have derived any satisfactory 

result- ; we now know that we alter the action of the nerves and mi note blood' 

la, that m picture, by keeping alive the irritation and inflamma- 

tion, thus thickening the membrane lining the urethra, and closing it up. 
When you shall have read the authors on Btricture for the past fifty years, 

ill learn that it is not extravagant to say that their treatment for its radi- 

ire is entirely worthless and absurd. Mr. Syme, of Edinburgh, within the 

- changed all our ideas, and created the therapeutics of 

stricture. The canny old Scot has left us nowhere. Paltnam qui meruit n 

our motto. 

I will now present you, from a great number, three cases that will illustrate 
each variety of stricture. 

EXAMPLES OF STKICTl Ki:. 

Case Fii:st.— Complete obstruction, of two days' duration, from irriUble 
stricture. Entering my office some time after the evening hour, I found sev- 
eral persons in waiting; recognizing an interesting case in which I had divided 
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e<l l«_v l bad that peculiar expression of 

count 

pain, such ai that which accompanii qml 

tf parturition. The bladder occupii i tfa 
erned bj nerv< from part of the Bpinal marrow that the 

and tli" efl 1 the urine retained for t 

i abdominal nan turi- 

tion; withoul relief, this would go on until the bladder bui 

follow from th i urine, causing inflammation i 

ut thirty years of age. lie. bad had gonorrl 
,i- ■ long while, Bevoral y< ; yet he w I had 

one child H< from a D i< nd, to tfa man 

in-. \\ e (two gentlemen, his friei 
and on, for two daj a ; we can nol n i 
what you can do with youi ument" Alth 

mi o frankly, ' ""•, that I bad no 

thankful for having thus thru i upon me the awful responsibility of ■ man who 
bad been unsuccessfully treated fori ly had pains on him 

,,,, poral irj to the b i hia bladder! 1 am • 

ifay, to show bow Gar gentlemen will deem themseb 
ling, where three have been in < >n, and where it is only hu 

nature to Buppose thai one, ai lea ra himself 

gkillfuL I lVl '. Il,:,t '" l1 "' eren< "' l;lil,nv m r ' 

man bj passing the catheter, I should hai 
once in mj own house, or send him to my hospital I 

tter was the intention, and 1 think it but Eur I 
men who meditate such acts of kindness, 1 shall nol be thankful for their fru- 
ition. The medical gentleman who came with the patient, was a hospital pupil 
of Mr. Syme, of Edinburgh. On inquiring whether he had had any m 
treatment, 1 was told that all that had been practicable had Ix 
bleeding and the warm hath. This would have been the treat,,, 
all precedent and authority, when 1 commenced practice, thin;. 
:uu l it would have relieved him, after it had half killed and prostrated fa 

the next occurrence of cold I 
baueb, m\ second question, "Have you had ether or chloroform 
Bwered in the negative. Seeing that the whole evil depended 
U , 11UII of | j muscle of the bladder— a circular muscular I 

ltheout l, of the bladder like a ribbon-end thai 

ore, rendered more irritable by the un use of the 

instrumental Irawing Mood freely," as 1 1 [made 

no further effort till 1 had placed the patient under the full 
ten 1 prefer ether, hut its Blowneaa would not suit the urgency of the 
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I feared the bursting of the bladder. A.8 soon as he was unconscious, I took 
a number six catheter, an without the least difficulty, the urin< 

with Buch force as to pass over my shoulder, as I was kneeling on the floor 
by the side of the couch on which he lay. His relief was immediate and com- 
plete. I i issed a number ten catheter of gum elastic, and secured it with ;i 
the doctor suggesting it, and I being unwilling to risk the chance of 
his passing urine during the night, as he lived in Brooklyn. Saving com- 
menced tl I was obliged, in justice, to finish it, as it created two ene- 
mies, out of the three gentlemen concerned in it— how justly, you may judge, 
oldest of the three now laughs, and cites it as a case of their own stupid- 
ity ; but he lias retired, and being a man of the world, can afford it. 

The patient could not endure the presence of the catheter longer than next 
morning, which was what we both anticipated. The reader can judge of my 

surprise, when I again found him the next evening, this ti unattended, 

in my office, unable to pass a drop of urine, the same efforts having been 
made by two of the gentlemen, unsuccessfully, with no chloroform, to draw off 
the mine. The same treatment as before, wasagain successful. I sent him 
home with the catheter in his possession, and positive direction i to Btaj in bed 
with all the clothing that he could pile on, warm bricks to his feet, and a tea 
iful of sweet Bpirits of nitre in a half-tumbler of flax-seed tea every two 

~ ; if ,n ' lt *0UM . p| 3] nful of laudanum in a'wine- 

tarch, warm, to be thrown up the howel, in ;,., hour the catheter 

number four to be gently tried under the cover, bo as to avoid chill. If that 

,li ' 1 "" t : " " '■» be used, and number six tried, as I had do,,,-, 

-him frankly that he never would he cured, hut constantly Liable to just 

■ cold feet, and general chills, to which he ntly liable 

ing up and supplying an engine— till the morbid action 

r interrupted by dividing the stricture with the Urethrotome. I de 

my opinion frankly to the gentlemen, and not he unduly influ- 

Be went home and required no further use of the catheter, or 

Qt except the warmth in bed and the spirits of nitre, the stream 

nailer than before. The two gentlemen opposed the operation' 

m that dilating the stricture would cure it, and tie operation was 

/and unwarrantable. He had now lost all confidence in his ad- 

| icst, a fortnight after his last visit, I divided the Btricture 

in presence of Dr. Henry, of this city. The other gentlemen were not 

umted, because they did not approveof the operation. The patient was ether- 

ized, although it is not necessary ; there is no pain in the internal incision and 

any ease ill which the smallest bougie can barely enter the strict ingle 

•ne, can be divided, generally at the first attempt. He, however, desired the 

ether, and it was given in anticipation of spasms, as he had suffered so 

much. Immediately we placed a number twelve catheter in the bladder the 

full s,ze of the urethra. Not a bad symptom followed. U, was not confined 

an hour m bed, and in a week he resumed his employment, being directed to 
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keep dry feet, body warm, lire I , and int. 

■ 
from several patienta he ha 
Thii ease ill ■ number; it ia bj far tl 

In its beginning, it did n< I the patient; like a 

majority Ol tlie irrita- 

tion thai produced the inflammation, which finally mad tore, in its 

frequent place, an inch and a half from the bladder. The patient 
ily temperate, )>nt liable to chilla and tin^ 

cau and awelliog of the bl I form the 1 

brane of the urethra. A chill ail 

curred; spasm of the muscles followed ; mechanical irrib Med from 

too long continued i form, 

the ind nothic • 

from that, had ii been used ; th . till the m 

dition was interrupted by dividing the Btricture. Bow far it ill u 
of the evil results of medical treatment, or of medical consult 
others to determine The patient has given leave to publish hi ca 
in the employ of Mr. Becor, ship-builder, of South Brooklyn. 

C\ Btricture from :i bruise received by falling fi 

the edge of the tail of a «i 

:> young man of twenty four, iron machinist I 1 iltural pur- 

suit, ihis young man fell and alighted astride of the tail-board of a wa 
bruising the urethra and inducing the usual symptoms of stricture : gradual 
diminution of the stream, first, spiral form, and finally scattering of the sta 
of urine, often threatened with complete suppression from ch< pira- 

tion, during his laborious business, lit- - 1 years in this 

hut contemplating marriage, and being a \> y itious and intcl 

man, concluded to seek surgical ad\ ice. M v journal, The Scai pn . hai ing fallen 
into his hands, be was induced to seek my aid; a friend following him I 
train, and earnestly dissuading him from his rash conclusion, assuring him he 

would inert his death from BO awful a man, and that the N 

ral were nothing but executioners. I found the stricture within a couple 
of inches of the bladder, orjusl wh >n would alight in fall 

of a board ; a number two Bteel sound would pass with difficulty. This, how- 
ever, is ample for the Urethrotome I could have divided it at once, but 
id to bis desire to have a little more opportunity to study hi ner*a 

habits. In about a week 1 used the Urethral little 

pain that he laughed at his apprehensions. Tn another week he returned 

to his home, with several number twelv< which he was directed to 

ose occasionally. 1 gave him ■ si k, because I believe strictui j from 

kicks or bruises, must most likely have ulcerated at the time the injur] 
Inflicted, and that the urethra has been only preserved through the com: 
cicatrix, in a very irregular form. One incision, therefore, forms a new 
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in one or two point-; of its course, n<>t enlarging the old one simply, 
Therefore it will tak iblish it of a full si/.e, and allow the whole 

t> '•■ by a newly-formed mucous membrane Natui jrield 

ilar ulcerations. These, we have explained, contract, b< 
they ulcei i ; i cases are, however, rare w,e have bad several from 

kK'k< — t! type of ni stricture from a bru 

A young man who had indulged during Beveral rears in self- 
aim jo exhausted from seminal emissions, thai be applied to o 

f this city for treatment. He proposed cauterization with 
Lallemand's instrument This was repeated no less than twelve times, at in- 
tern k. I can only suppose, that the instrument was used for de- 
•n, and for nine or ten times was either very slightly, or Dot at all charged 
with i ■ onceive the possibility of its having been used week 
ly; if charged ami used in the manner directed by Lallemand, iii hi- book the 

urethra would I ulcerated and completely closed by the fifth time. I 

elf used the instrumenl of Lallemand, though I have for jn 
followed hi- bo le in such cases. We owe him all that we really know 

of the principle of cauterization, and although \ have seen the instrumenl 
invented by myself, described in the thirty-sixth volume of the Boston 'A I- 

illed by Dr. <;n>s S , in his great work on Dieecuet 
i " the only one proper to he used," I am obliged to 
say that J deem them both dangerous: Lallemand's, beca - lite impos- 

sible without injuring the urethra; my own, becau e it frequently 

mucous membrane in the opening through which the caus- 
ben He charged caustic holder is drawn back, previous to with- 
drawing the instrument 1 would gladly withdraw it. from tie- hop i if I could, 
hut such things, when given to the instrumenl makers, are beyond control; 

they will make whatever will sell; so: mil,, I experience will n-e whaf- 

they think promises well ; and tie- patienl suffers, [now use a much 
simpler one, which I will pr< cribe. 

1 '" B worse case of stricture than thi one. All the trouble 

originated after the tenth application; the twelfth completed the Btricture. 
T1 "' I 1 blood and matter for several weeks, he urinated with great 

pain, and the only reason, in my opinion, why he did not have an opening 1 

.(ion in the urethra, and a da from the violence of the inll-mi- 

• the injury inllicled was at, tb :. of the 

bladder. Hud there been a space of two inches, OS in many cases of stl 

ure from clap, the pressure of the urine would have caused ulceration m the 

i, and the patient would probably have had a fi-lui vcen 

urgeons say, in the perineum. 

I could in this case introduce no instrument whatever; tie- contraction was 

so extensive and so dense, that I was obliged to use the Urethrotome, without 

the d.rector, which, in ordinary cases, enh > > tie :iI1 llnint 

courrur. I used the instrument that is made with the full curve of the 
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orethra in itauni id the blade line by line. The strict- 

ure mi ■ lull inch in length. I ■ through it. after ten or 

twelvi the blad< . ince 

number U idder. The patient I fort 

in-lit, by which time I had taught him to with 

ince married, and is apparentlj He has, how* 

no children, and from the seal ol the injury, invoh minal <hi 

think it probable he is impotent I am inclined to think tb 
in itiv work "M Diseases of I Sexual £ I bj this 

instrument How far any instrument would be safe in I 

m f our practitioni re, I leave my ] I i I ■ ben 

I u: , told by ■ celebrated Professor he used il 

certainly i very powerful agent, and although the practical 

sii.lv dispense with it in an infinite rarietj 

,,, pa live ipermatorrhea, it mu t always be us< d with gi 

i,.,. ,i «• nearer than afortnighl between the applications, and 

applied over four times to any one case. I now use the simple catheter, wil 

poinl 'ut oft*, and s pyriform bead* d ' ''• T,| e 

attached i le inch of the bougie, directly behind the bead, by 

means of melted wax painted lightly over thai one inch; it must fii 
powdered very finely, and the waxed inch of the bougie rolled round in i 

of paper containing ti austic,and pressed on the wax bythe thumband 

r. When properly charged, the caustic should show the bougie, or rather 
the wax, distinctly through it: it should only be barely whitened with the 
caustic, Immediately before il is passed into the urethra, the patient should 

bislasl drop of water from the bladder, [f hedoes no! do thiswil 
solute thoroughness, the urine will enter the catheter and completely neutral- 
lie the caustic, rendering that application perfectly useless; indeed, it * 
quite a8 eless, Bhould anj urine issue from the catheter, to draw it back and 
expose the bougie to the Beminal ducts, because there will be no causti< 
V\ ait, in Buch an event, for three days, and direct the patient to use more i 

passing bis urine, . 

,, xvl n sometimes happen, however, that there is s state ol partial pai 
of the bladder, which renders il impossible to pass all the urine; it wul drib- 
,,,, fcr some time after the patient readjusts his clothing. The urethi , 
also become relaxed and baggy for a couple of inches from the neck; 
bUdder , forming . small bladder, as it were, out of the urethra, Ih» mil 
often allow the stylet to he projected from the catheter and the surg, on w. 1 
feel no resistance ; the instrument « .11 often indeed pass directly into the bUd- 
de, with no resistance from the sphincter or closing mus. H •» 

, u ..; ithv lK , These are the worst kind o( cases and will admit ol a much 

uJof' I austic, Strychnine is useful in such cases; but tb»d«nands 

thi . i , I ,. lul attendance of the surgeon; it would perhaps lead to nuschief it we 
^ to give any directions for ita use, W,,. . to cautoonti, 

™ i.. .ho use of our truncated caustic eatlietor, as now sold m the ah , a If 
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ityletbe made of whalebone, tha ■ becomi i vcrj brittle, if kept 

in a . it is like Ii would be . 

le end to be broken off in the urethra or bladder. Mr. Tiemann 
. them of gutta-percha, which i safe, and far more flexible 

sily introduced into the catheter. 
This instrument i< now, 1 believe, more extensively used than any other 
causi It was devised immedial the one I have condemned, 

and is, with the gutta-percha stylet, perfectly safe and absolutely certain to 
touch the ducts and the last inch of the urethra, which is always involved In 
spermatorrhea. With Lallemand's instrument, aside from its mechanical de- 
iv in the place of application of the caustic is impossible. 
We have now cil il number, three type cases, illustrating the 

iprehensive character, as a curative instrument, of the Urethrotome. We 
should rather use the plural number, for there are Biz different instruments, 
purposely selected from the most difficult one-:. In eery 
lain.' tricture, some one of the instruments is equally applicable. 

In cases of enlarged prostate gland, where the passage of the catheter is 
difficult, there is no reason why the instrument Bhould nol prove equally 
live. Oure bas been confined to two cases only ; in both, the ca- 

theter number ten was passed, and the patients arc still quite comfortable 
whil>( themselves using it. In mil it a cure be anticipated, as both 

ts arc advanced in life. Neither has ever been Btrictured. 

long-continued gleet, where stricture is beginning to form, th 
iment \\ ill be found yerj effectn It 

'■> tike the ide by the lancet, of the lining 

■i.uie of the eyelids. We lia\e ■■ 11 . 1 mini i t, which 

had resisted the various applications in use by the bougie, af very 

the urine with blood, and requiring no confine- 

nor any other treatment whatever ; the d -, of 

the urethra, ha. i number four or sis bou« 

ould barely pass, with considerable pain, we have sent the patient away. 

to pass number ten and twelve, with | I no pain whatever. 

' irritability of the neck of the bladder, doubtle i by 

. continuation of morbid action from the stricture, greal relief has fol 

1. No doubt exists cm my mind, if the unfortunate, "bu ine 3 habits" 

pie would allow them to take time for treatment, most 

of tic | They require, however, the presence of actual 

in bi ing them ,,,.,. 

When the urine is actually BUppn iSed, th patient perceive the 

cal treatment Out of many hundred cases of gleet 

few have been told th mptom of the formation of stricture. 

It is the almost invariable custom for all gu 1 under m • 1- 

icalri that is, remedies to be swallowed Not five per cenl 

rtain whether there is not actual stricture. It is far easier to 

write a receipt for medicine, and when the list of book-remedies is exhau 
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or the patient fa i e in hi- physician, he r, only to 

Be finally I 
:in I abandon! himself to • ep op hie « 

until actual b v tore and p 
I printed the opinion twenty j amy work on D 

f gonorrhi 
empirical, and could ner< r be othi rwii \ 
with the view of producin ' '• >* 

rorably, but no reliance «i I upon it It 

into the tomacb, no! into the urethra 1 

it of the bow< is; i>nt ■ ■. ■ 
,■ powerful I on an entirely disconn* 1 1 

.,,„! [j mbrane. Moreovi r, il d< i »n, and the 

i [Jed on, tl Copaiba, il elf often produce! a formidable erupl 

the whole body and Tare, which 
probable victim of a far more formidable, indeed, an awful disease. Th< 

lap I.., i : , and on I 

of ll; nptom, men i ■ by, on the first hour of il 

the local application of nil • er by means of a « - 

lv charged; this should never be inserted orer an inch, for tfa 

duce inflammation lower down, inviting the continuous action of I 

,,,,,, whole urethra, Thismethod Bhould never occupy over three 

.1. the patient should starve himself down, dri 
B p iritftj „ orcoffee, on the principle of no! filling th« 

lin ,l , all inflammation d by scalding on urinating, 1 

he may use injections, either mineral or vegetable, to contra* I ft 
brane of tho urethra, and aid the return of healthful action 
will not do this, and keep his feel and Bkin constantiy warm, ' . 
hou «-y,orinbed, hemayrelyon it thai the disease wUl I 

month to a year, before naturally. In the latter case, and il 

Bcrofulou mokerof tobacco, it may leave i 

charge, which is the Bymptom of incipient Btricture, This, gentl< i 
verdict of ever) Bdentiflcand honest man who has had experience enough to 

over, and has manhood enough to Bpeak, the truth 
jf 0U may avail yourselves of the patient's ignorance and prejudice in 
lliln but you will gainnolastii «al character I 

the general example of your medico-commercial brethren 
honest advice, and caution him against his indiscretions; impress on him the 
n0) 5 down inflammation for a fortnight, and don't allow 

cheat you out of your fee. Be will learn to esteem you fer more than I 
von pandered to his prejudices, 

I .,. next lecture will be on the sympathetic symptoms of the urethra, rec- 
tum and uterus, in other parts of the body. We shall 
ject'of difficult menstruation and sterilhv - the admirable ada] I 
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of the Urethrotome to the cure of this pathological condition. In immediate 
i with this subject, you will see illustrated the anatomj of the ure- 
thra and the yesicula seminales, and the prostate gland and bladder; also the 
1 uterus for each month, and the anatomy of the pelvis of both i 
[uisite works o( art are the produce of the Florentine Academicians. 
I imported them expressly to illustrate these subjects, because it is impossibl 
to show labor on the dead body. They will be invaluable when we come to 
speak of natural ami difficult parturition. 

It shall not in- my fault if 1 do not give you some return for the sacrifice of 
time and money which has brought you from your homes, and your own modi 
cal and Burgical pursuits, to Bee what you can gather from my humble table. 
Had you taken the same Btep before you obtained your diploma, you would not 
only have been rejected on your examination, whatever your attainments, but 
have been forever ostracized from your brethren. Tra S< llpj l, and the inde- 
pend( of its Editor, have been very far from securing him the ameni 

f his academic brethren, and the social delights of a yearly dinner, with 

the high compliment to his intelligence of listening to a president who could 
rrite his own language correctly. But these are the days of reform and 
on. God grant thai we may live to see the day when the people and our 
profession will ham that they have higher duties to perform than the forma- 
tion of political and medical cliques, and the acquisition of money. We have 
aided in killing that infam ition, the Kappa Lambda Society, and wo 

live long enough to purify the Academy of Medicine. 

i It is due to our self re. pert to explain why these have not been drawn 

•nd described In the medical journals, like all our other instruments. During 
tbhHj ' practice in this our native city, we have Invented a greatei 

number of Instruments now in general use, than any oilier member of the pro- 
:i. [fthis be denied, we refer the matter to the surgical instrument- 
makers and to the Boston Medical and Surgical Journal Our own journal, 

U PEL, contains cuts of several. 

itruments have been freely given to the profession. The community 
trprise that professional men do not patent their instruments. This, 
of course, no man of right professional feeling would do. We have never even 
thought of the possibility of such a thing. It is but human nature, however, 
where a man has devoted his whole time for thirtydive years to a profession 
that he should wish to derive some credit from his inventions, whilst still pup! 
6uing that profession practically. 

W e will record two little incidents to show how far Buch a result i, likely to 
happen. Dr. Samuel D. Gross, Professor of Surgery at Philadelphia, in hi. great 
< of Dueases of the Sexual Organ*, when treating on involun- 
tary seminal emission, has given an accurate cut and description of our caustic 
catheter, (the one we have condemned and now ceased to D from our 

work on Dueam of the Sexual System, and after pronouncing it the only 
safe instrument for that purpose, omitted to name the inventor, though that 
very book wag presented to him by our own hand. The same gentleman ex 
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amfntng mir ill branch speculum, described in 1 1 1., at Mr. Tiemann'a 

simp in this city, denied th • the mvei I 

Our Uterine B shown and de- 

I for yeai rsrty in thi l the 

name of the inventor • mentioned, th 1 tlie in- 

struments to the distinguished Professor, (our own preceptor, Dr. Valentine 
Ifott,) who has been Pn rident of the Medical Academy ' 

Mr. Byrne baa been obliged to sue one 
of the most eminent ndon for endeavoring, by d f his 

charai on, to prevent his practising the reryoj 

avoid the i ir w hich w i 

operation, though perfectly effectual, is really a severe one. It' we ; 
ceeded in adding ■ good contribution to the surgical armament, it will be 
the less valuable when we have received thai return which it ia bul i 
to anticipate, and which, it would seem, is all we arc lik. I 

An experience of nine years Bince the invention and use of the instrument, 
thru ( i i - - 1 described in a shorl essay published in Thi Si llpi l on i 
men! of Stricture by [nternal Incision," has convinced us that the i 
In expressed are quite correct, bul that th at will not answer foi 

tricture. During a pari of thai period, whilst in thi 
the object we then had in riew, bul which we are now convinced waa quil 
attainable, namely, a single instrumenl sufficiently comprehensive in 

tinn tO divide and dilate all Cases of Stricture, we have invented DO l< 

different instruments, all adapted to differenl coraplii 

,ie by the general name of the Urethrotome. It is with thi 
of answering inquirers from abroad more comprehensively than we coul I 
sii.lv do by letter, thai we have prepared this short i 
tun- prepared for our private class. 

We would Buggoal that a personal investigation is almost invariably n 
sar\ for a correct opinion; we therefore conscientiously advise personal appli- 
cation. If this be impossible, we must insist on the inclosure of our f« . 

it' the writer desires an answer to his letter. It would occupy our i 
time, if we attempted to answer the letters we rceive from thosi 

SCriptiona are entirely inadequate to give any idea of their cases. W( 

usually obliged to ask for other symptoms, which they have overlooked. I 

we can give any assurance thai treatment will he available; this requires time, 

and we are obliged to charge for it. as we do I nal consultation 

any operation he advised, an accurate bufline&S arrangement must he made 

before the period appointed for its performance; a- we are frequently ol 
to decline the terms offered and are often absent from home. A wc Ic's notice 
by letter will present disappointment ; this had better he directed to our resi- 
dence, iS l-'ifth Avenue. It will insure an early reply. 
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(7 i.) 

Eouh ive now had an opportunity to examine the structure of 

i its appendages, and application of my instrument i 

on the dead and living body. You have noted the dimensions, structure, and 

of the passage, and the position in which strictures mo i frequently 

it. I Bhall, therefore; take it for granted, that you are capable of judging 

of the propriety of adopting the views of Mr. Byrne, and comparing them with 

krious authors on stricture, and of following me in what I have 

v on that most frequent and distressing of all affections, Irritable 

of urine, with partial loss of virile power. 

Sou will And a vast number of Buch cases in country towns and isolated 

farm here the ordinary excitements of society and city life are not 

\ the mind from its too frequent resource, the cultivation 

i. The extent to which self-abuse is carried in our i 

,1 to think of. Nearly twenty years ha\e elapsed since the 

publi I I ■ of th Sexual Syst< m, an I after the im 

I have had in consequence of the 
circulation of more than one hundred thousand copies of that work, I can 

I of it s influence on tie- mind and 
rmed. I wrote that book from a conviction "iii 
•y after three years 1 attendance as Surgeon to two of our largest institutions 

I Dumb A.sj lum and the Houi e of R< I 

[ visited tr prisons and poor-houses, and conversed with the principals 

of many boarding-schools. The result of my experience was the conviction 
expressed in that volume, that it was the master vice of our 3 oung people, and 
that its terrible consequences wen' by no means understood or appreciated by 
our best physicians. 

mpathctic influence of hcmorrh I ulcers of the 1 

and varicocele, in producing irritability of the urethra, and want of contra 

r in the clo sphincter of the bladder, has been the Bubiect 

of one lecture; you will, therefore, always give the < ; either of these 

affections duo & >n in the treatment. Depend upon it, if you over- 

look their existence, or take the patient's assurance of the soundness of his 
ectum, without a careful examination with the speculum, you will frequently 
b nortified in your efforts to cure incontinence of urine ; you will find it often 
utterly intractable whilst either of these diseases exist. The respective parU 
all derive their nerves from the same portion of the spinal system, and all thciz 



Irritable Urethra: Whit U it? How pr 23 

rfu! 
Lnflaenoo In producing irritable urethra and piles. I have given my views or 
abject with th " Menjuinin 

Brodie, in the forty fifth and forty-sixth Nos. of 'I'm; Scalpel. 

insider carefullj in with irritable urethra. 

What does it in i portion, usually 

in which I' ■' two 'It I 

baa taken on a morbi I : ' '" the I 

body, we would find ii much n dder than the i 

it. inn « ithout a high 

tion or fullness of the bla thai f '>rm and nourish the 

thai when the ound, i 
of the urethra, just before it enti ra the bladder, the patii d! wi rink 

Sometimes this irritability rer the whole urethra the 

tides also share it: they B ''» of 

earth-worm 
This condition of the urethra may be produced bj '1 ■* 

and thai mosl disgusting and unmanly | irtial or in 

plete sexual communication; a habil of our unfortunately ignorant j 
mm ilate offspring; this i 

boul to call beastly, (bul the poor b 
s oft) litj and by incontinent 

everse of irritability: for this condition cauterizati< 
.,, length ,„, ,|„. Bubjecl of cauterization, and you hare the w 

mand, its inventor and advocate. Afters 
1 have assured you that 1 have found it greatly overrated 

erous remedy and very lik 
tlll . hands of the empirics who use it so largely. It is only applies! 
ipermatorrh 
,,,,,.,, ,„ consider the rationale of a remedy «re use with I in 

in ditionsof otherpartsof the body: In ul I the 

rectum and fissure, where irritabiUty and exquisite pain exist on | 
it cure is the result of a slight s incision through the u 
Bure in inflammation of the conjunctiva of the eye, instant relief I 

unloadingoftl Is bj drawing the lancet across th -of 

■ membrane of the neck of the uterus, constituting painful menstrua, 
tillM the eame resull follows; this is precisely a ■" »y 

ure iratome for thai purpose in the urethra: and now 1 want you in tin, ,m- 

, ,, r ,la. ion to follow,.,, in th,n,,..,.in: I I in thus app ymg rt 

^fh such admirable results, that I shall,, ,nt,nue >t for th. 

tojToi "medicines, which of com Oliate for the tun. they are 

^-^JSTJ: ; ,nl,rtw,l,-to attain the 

E£T.£Sr£« ^i *• * *- - - ■'-«- 
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through with difficulty, why, of course, you know that the man's orothn h ob- 
Btructeil to that extent, or one half its diameter. Now, If this condition i 

and he be the BUDJect of urethral irritation either from cUp or Self-abuse, he is 

partially and for a time -tricturcd —that is to say, he has a congestive and irritable 

'ire: BUTelj BO, for what else can you call it ''. Suppose, now, you do 

nothing for it? What is to prevent its becoming a permanent Btrioturer every 

Stricture has a beginning. Is it not, therefore, evident to OOmO 

that if you hi the blood out of the congested or engorged blood vessels, and 
destroy the irritability of the nerves by dh iding them, \ on w ill re-tore the nar- 

1 urethra to its natural caliber, and stop the irritation of the nerVM by 
dividing the tissues, as we do lor congestion of the womb, lining of the eyelid, 
and the rectum ? And that is precisely the result The patient has Imme- 
diate relief by a couple of Blight incisions that scarcely tinge the urine with 

1; a number twelve catheter will in-lantly psSS with little or no pain; 
he \\ ill pass his urine in a full stream ; and alter a few limes using the catheter, 
if he will follow other rational directions, he will he cured of a wry sad and 

humiliating condition, and in all probability a permanent Btricture, and per- 
haps partial or complete loss of his virility he prevented. The first example I 
presented you in the Lecture on Stricture fully illustrates this. 

It i- this irritable and partially inflamed condition of the urethra, gradually car- 
ried backwards to the closing muscle or Bphincter of the bladder, thai exhausts 
ontractile power of that muscle The irritation of the urethra goads (ho 
bladder to contract, and the muscle loses iis healthful organic or tonic power; 
■ 1 "'it ; ii i- no longer Bubject to the will, hut contracts and expands 
oodically, and the urine issues in drops unexpectedly. Any sudden agi- 
>. such as fear, b cual desire by lascivious dreams, or unexp 

ed proximity to the other sex, will often extend this spasmodic action to the 
lea which envelope the membranous portion of the urethra and control the 
;i ; the contractile power of the seminal ducts is also impaired, and niorti- 
and premature discharges of semen occur in intercourse or in dreams. 
When this condition has continued a longer or shorter time, according to the 

power of the constitution of the pate mlo that painful and pitiful 

condition of passive loss of semen, in which he is quite unconscious of any sex- 
ual emotion ; th( .' will cause il ! loss, and d , ped, 

and the constitution improved, the patient will pass into a decline, or into the 
condition of fatuity— useless to himself, and a nuisance to all about him. 

This condition is no longer irritation, for that word implies action. Tho 
whole mucous memhrane heeomes hlanehcd and comparatively bloodless, and 
re spermatorrhoea is established ; these cases require cauterization. 

All those who apply to you in this condition tor relief, will demand 
medicine. I have for twenty years received on an average over a thou and 
letters a year, complaining bitterly or the villainy of empirics who had deluded 
the writers with promises to cure them, and yet any one of them would have 
gladly swallowed more from my hands. The truth is, these poor people he- 
come desperate, crazed; they see the difference hetween themselves and other 
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men, and baring do 1 ic nature, 

they have do reason to doubt any promise that mayb *»ne 

miserable individual - \-c 

menta that then I philanthroj in Philadelphia, 1 Ivice 

and make medicine for their relief. Hen man, 

who ■ r life are Dearly run," ;ui<1 who baa i 

and is dow in lusty youth ck and pi rations in v7all 

pointed oul to m times in t : 

ther Lupuline, I line, Tincture of iron, nor any other m 

bare any permanent effect There is onlj which will 

increase of power to the system, and that is Phosphoric Acid, I with 

Strychnine ; thai medicine will, by adding t>> the i shau I f the 

1< meats of their compo ition, prod the well knowi • fish 

diet, which is remarkable for il ct on the jaded libertine. 

The Strychnine, you know, is tin- mo it dirt d 
(.. |.li\ jicians. Neitin r <<i th( e medii in< 
They can only raise Hi'- physical condition. When a lil 
hausted, and lias partially l"-i his virility from sexual i 
nn.l complains of coldness of the Bexual organs, and dh 
|,iii,iln_\ to cold, and general exhaustion, it is tl 
give biro, and will often induce him to believe he is getting well, ai 
slime his • W hen the Bphincter muscle of the ; 

and his urine dribbles from him, or he is exhausted from bemorrho 
or prolapsus of the rectum, or if woman, the worn'', it will greatlj b 

Of course you musl use thi care in its apportionment; nor 

Bhouldif ever be received from any hand bul reliability. 

The Phosphoric Acid of the shops is quite unreliable; much of it is d 

..:,!, r. S "ii know the sources whence it is to be obtained, and must 
be quite sure of its quality. 



LOSS OF VIRILITY IN YOUNQ MARRIED PEOPLE-AN 
UNSUSPECTED CAUSE. 

"It is not to physical derangements only, that the extinction of passion is 
due; nor yet to the evil practices of youth. A man may be so fortunate 
be perfectly formed, and escape the perakaoua influi instruct. 

Bchiol ; he may marry happily ; his Mood may be pure, and his pro 
brijrhi ; and yet from ignorance of a great law oi Nature, he may, m a few 
anThunself prostrate? in all his manly energies, and. 
,„1 JSthm , in , whilst he -nay be utterly oblivious oi the cause. 1 know of 
„,„„.. more positive in its depressing influence upon the nen four 

U San that insidious one, of a partial performance oi the sexual ad sooom- 

m , )M amount the newly married, after the hir.h ot one or two , •!„ Mr en for he 

panose of preventing further increase of fanuly. Fobs ■ ^ 
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nor 'I i I think thai the • t" drunki 

Id turn tin- scale in their favor, against this awful causa of the 
early 1 1 -ay of manhood; it certainly ranks ahead of self-abuse, becauie that 
i in the very morning of existence, whilst natui 

the anxieties of life comm devastati 

us system. As I luxe only space in this appi 

i not enter into an explana 
r its sad consequent i I Know from ext< 

rvation, and the most painful narratives of my patients; together with 
numerous letters of inquiry. 

Bui why should it excite surprise I think for a momenl on the consequences 
ich a check continually given to thai act by which man demonstrates the 
ft, CREATIVE POWER! What an insull to 
> Bummon up a cold, csJculatinj ition, 

tench the fire on that altar where man was commanded bj God to pi 
omortalitj ' S the be i proof of the immortality ot- 

to practice the deba >m alluded 

to, without man's whole moral nature being crippled long before the bodily 
]i iwers Buccumb. 

til the Burgeon for the consequences of this vice, arc usually 
I unlikely to investigate the validity of any a lurance 

a man who has much physical or moral 
*°«la n- • kctice it, without making the discovery for him 

he would rarely proceed so long with the practic , b to require medical or 

tore his lost power. Unfortunately for the prevention of 
il men sufficiently well educated in 
I any consideration adequate to its imporl 

•mmercial Bpiril of our] pie is hut ill adapted to self-ob 

r of married ,,„■„, by the time they have mad- the im 
• amount of wealth that will entitle them to rear a family and 
y . with all the contemptible requisitions of fashionable life, will lind 
. u 1 . ,r f , ;; )ll:! PPled, that nothing but sickly and scrofulous b« 

"'" ' '""'' oi expiring man I: and fortunately for the i 

P y in the head, or the summer diarrh. many of them 

"'\!" '."' 'further propagation of such a miserable race 

u hen he victim .,1 this nee present i himself to the Burgeon, ii is either for 
:i debihty apparent when at e for a constant nightly drain 

"'»' of, or with very littles .,, ' i, U ,,,„■,,'. 

'amplify the isymptons, in this appendix; most of those appertaining 
f-abusemaybefoundon inquiry, ami a still greater amounl of deroah? 
. '" Part,*, married rictim bas^gone through that orLd 

thai usually incapacitates hS 
.h-e manly resolve, and that decision of character which, had he pos. 

■ re ;, nln fe e ° dered BUch " wr " M "" 1 ; ""' cal^ting conchj 
Ma ,J ut his offspring, unnecessary and repulsive to his feelL 

»»PPj*nces calculated 1 nefil are, elecSuy and 

S'i'V "" I"'" 1 ::", 1 ^J * rive b. nefit from irritants applied 

time \l [fijl H J ;:::'h *V7 • '"' : ' ml ««««»^ repeated; at the same 
^^ 

|^«Sce?e^ 

ess* ttsassau ^zr<* 
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U'MCISION-ITS TRUE MEANING. 

Tim word I'll . i 
to indicate an elongation and contraction of tfa i that in the natural 

and healthful cond t the aduli ' tho 

in, hot allows the free axpoanre of this air. 

This is the natural condition of all tall and muscular malei who 1 
healthfully nurtured, and have no! Buffered from confinement and bad 

The qui Wny is i\ 

at birth, if it wen n ■ ■ <1 igned to i the 

■ 1 for thai organ 1 And i^ it not invariably ao in- 
1 in animals? These qui 
rer them. To d ively, we must begin with I 

" What can w< il from whal we know?" 

The rite of circumcision, which is practiced by th - 1 T 

upon nil their male childrei irtening th 

which they call the foreskin, the prepuce i 

oording to the redundance of ii Length in the infant, 
(.. the air, and enable the mothi r to cleanse il by ablution. Tl 
rite is merely a i ae, and practiced with 

,:,,!. Like mosi of the other La* of tl e J 
relatin \ to the body, it has a profound and philosophical I hat it 

,1 by the sculptures on ai 
uments, where the mother i n ing her infent with a 

,l in , i , our college-days, we Boughl in i lin for an i from 

the learned professor of surgery, who was, for the most part, fullj 
i, relating his wonderful operations Wnen obliged to I 

i its signiftcano 
Hon led us to express in the work from which we quol 

published ten y 

lowing: . , . ... 

■ ■ i two conditions of theprepu 

„,. h(a th e innoyance, and often demand the in! 

reon with his knife. We allude to Ph : rctractioni 

the prepuce to such ■ degree thai it can not be retracted for | 
deaiumea* or the application of rem ito Paraphymosis, or thai 

dition wherein, in its contracted and swollen condition, it Ins been drawn 
a „,i falls into the eim.!, behind the glans, which, : 

[Lvand ifi I by the pi ' **" 

lymortiflet rures the person for life, 

[n either of the two diseases, syph tting of th< 

ma greater or less degreealw. ; and if tin 

this sweUing must be greatlj 
turn Of the Wood front the highly vascular glans into the system. Ihe ■ 



« its true meaning. 

nations of the earth undoubtedly practiced the rite of circumcision to meet 
Buch emei >r we have, as we have endeavored to prove in the chapter 

on Syphilis, not the slightest faith in the idea thai syphilis was of modern 

origin. 

When drawn back, the prepuce will be seen united with an exquisitely deli- 
membrane that is continued over the glans, and into the mwttut or opening 
of the urethra, or passage far the urine, and thence it is continued into the 
bladder, and through the tubes leading from the kidneys to thai organ. 

This is precisely analogous to the skin passing from the lace over the lips 
into the mouth, stomach, and lungs. The inner and outer skins of our bodies, 
if we may into each other; and we here take occasion to say, 

that this furnishes good reason for carefulness in avoiding chills, and all ex> 
i night-air, and damp feet, when the mucous membranes of either 
the respiratory or urinary organs arc diseased. The reader will remember tho 
desire for urination on going from a warm mom into the cold air, or the increased 
dng in catarrh. Standing on the marble hearth will produce a Budden de- 
sire to urinate. These instances are what Burgeons call the sympathy of the 

skin with the internal or mucous memhranes. hut we musl not amplify here: 

Buch Bubjects, however vitally important to the philosophical surgeon, properly 
belong t" t! 

We DOW Wish to direct the reader's attention to an entirely new train of 
ht, and to show that a tar more extensive meaning was attached to this 

r circumcision, than our religious instructors, or our surgical professors, 
have accorded it ; aid that the person who has an elongated prepuce, ''an never 

-s a high degree of procreative virility, or moral force, in any of the prac- 
tical pursuits of life. Such men arc infirm of purpose. Our observation for 
thirty years has forced us to tin- conclusion, and convinced us of the sublime 
wisdom of the great Jewish law in making circumcision a religious rite, ami 
thus insuring its performance. \,, doubt remains in our mind that the compar- 
ative fnc] ; the Jewish people depends upon the In- 

1 facilities f.r cleanliness ; and that their freedom from morbid irritability, 
both locally, and, as a consequence, in the pruriency of their imaginati 

la upon this rite. We never saw a Jewish hoy who was an Onanist 
N e are so accustomed, as a commercial community, to repudiate till conclu- 
not culminate in the gratification of our senses, or in the acqui- 
sition of money, that it will, we fear, be impossible for the reader, nole-. 1„. 
will consent to follow us in an arhitrary process of scientific reasoning, to 
come to a correct conclusion on this sub 

If the foot he , :| , ii ie hand for prehension, the tongue 

t . tasl ■. the eye to see, and the car to hear, then the glans pen,, baa H 
equally distinctive, and possesses either a healthful or morbid degree of irrita- 
bility. 

Man's strongest pas-i , n impels him to a knowledge of the uses of this struc- 
ture, and that it is in a high degree under the influ im Ithful physical 
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an 1 mora] education. Now, that irritabOil • rva- 

tion, to axial in a far greater degree, and too cur far earlier in our artindal 
condition of Life, in thoae who have Phymosis, than 

There can be no doubt thai pruriency of the imagination and t elf-abuse, 
mmon with those who an thus deformed, Not onrj 
conatanl uncleanUneaa and irritation from the n i tions of the mi 

glands surrounding this structure, b ig the part, 

and producing this morbid irritability. Tb i: with that 

in i dom '1' i 5m '1 b) nature ; tl I; and it> 

n rv( and irritable. All partially developed and hal 

are irril i 1 la , large and tall men are ; ral growth and 

expan km of tb palpably checked In inch people by I 

ol the contracted prepuce, that they often seek the a'nl of 1 
only from sexual Irritability evidenl t>> themai In - from morbid 
emu siona, i>ut from mortified pride. Nothing can be more pitiful than the infirm- 
it \ of purpose apparent in tile general deportment, and want of attenti a to what 
la said to them, and Incapacity to reason on the subject, tb 
people. The jactitation of the limbs, and general re tl land 

phj rical Btupor, Is painful to behold Many a youth baa his 1 I r lifo 

and his constitution destroyed by this wretched condition of his nervous 
tern, depending solely upon thi information. It 1- 10 palpable in its 

upon the manner and physique, thai we an 
f K before any investigation has been made. 

Winn persons thus afflicted have been addicted to self-abuse, to which 
tin \ have a greal proclivity from their morbid irritability, and have had 
recourse to liquor or tobacco as a stupefler of their troubl 
rucl with little hope of inducing conviction, indeed, thii 
pared to aid Buch an attempt, bj reflection; to tryand produce the conviction 
that 11 is only bj foUowing oul Boientiflcallj cure, with 

as bistorj and Bcience afford us, thai they can hope lor amendment 
l 3 Becondaryin its action, if al all necessary; and marriage, in he 
tails lasting miserj on two persons, in place of one. If.of&pring follow, f 
neas of constitution and early death atteal the supremacy of Natui 

It iatrulj sad tothinkwhal rasultafoUowawantof physiol 
and more 'than doubtful if any plan of education which d 
B representation of the healthful structure and functions of the sexual 1 1 
can ever resull in the happiness of the ra 
It only remains thai we Bhould answerone of the questions usually pro- 
,1 ffas nol the prepuce designed as a protector to this organ, and » it 
noTalwayssoin animals? This is the answer : the Jewish n I hn> 

der the action of the membrane as a protector in infancy ; il "pleto 

i„ it . effect, by the growth of the organ at puberty, ks - emotionof 

aexualp^ion burins, the natural growth of I oompleteal 

ratractionof the prepuce, and the irritahUitj of the partmnotre* 
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i goad the mind to pruriency. In animals, of 
coarse, this mental condition dot - not exist ; they only seek the gratification of 
1 passion at Buch time and under such conditions as a healthful em - 
pts them to ; their condition is phj siological entirely, and the moi bid 
Irritability is not produced by that covi red condition of the or 
tion from mechanical injury in tl 
It is very fortunate for those who require the operation of shorteni 
11 adult life, that a far ■ operation than that of circum 

will ; tactly the same result-.. The Jewish operation is that i f i 

of the integument entirely Burrounding and incli 
the glans. This, in infancy being unexpected, is soon done; in the adult it 
would be The French surgeons have taught us, that an incision 

madi s with the glans, from before backward, will cause the imme 

ction of the integument, and the approximation i f the divided i 
the glans; a slight dressing will allow perfect union in a few 
The only caution necessary in the operation is, the accurate adaptation 
of tl : the incision to the degree of contraction of the prepuce, to in 

the sufficient retraction of the integument This, however, will always 
tomed to perform the operation. In two days 
the patienl il avocations. Indeed, the operation requiri no 

confinement, and when time will not admil 

qual to all the subsequent manag< ment of the < 
It is a common i ,.,,. ,| :IV <] 10 

rformi I. We consider this treatment, with the proper regula- 
1 i, to comprise all thai is necessary in mom cas 

•y and irritability of the urethra, Cauterization and medical treatment of 
all kinds arc comparatively useli 

WHAT IS VARICOCELE, AND WHAT ARE ITS EFFECTS 
ON VIRILITY !> 

The word Varicoceli 1 from a Latin and a Greek word, signifying a 

tumor. It almost invariably exists on the left 
of the scrotum or purse that contaii very rarely on the i 

It is not a tumor, however, but i involutions of the vein re> 

taroii od from tie i a greal vein inside of the body, which 

hack the blood that has been supplied to the testicle by th :,,• 

tery to produce the si men. It ifi v ( ,, feg] y^. ;l 

bunch of earth-worms under the skin. It is situated over the testicle which 
in had cases it partially envelop alar Hardneg ; on its b 

and lower part Varicoceli i white walnut to a b 

but I have seen them even larger. In sucl (delay in the i 

the blood during all the hours in which the patient is out ofbed,alwa; 
partial wasting of the testicle and the impairment of it- functions, and i 
I-hy. When recumbent, varicocele entirely disappears. 
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iin- 
their ririle and i 

will 

1 in the ex] 

tod mind. 
Prolapsus of the womb is anal omplaint in the male, and 

two prodm otal and physical distress than f tho 

licilv. 'I I this 

iriul, and its influence on offspring painful t.> think 
of. When a ked whether he would advise an operation for i , the 

on who has a proper idea of the i d his own d lould 

i the qui tioner: "That mu t depend entirely on tl 
your physical integritj and mora] foi 

,, tive life, b moral duties with si j 

b, and however small it may be 
ment, actn i norttimewill certainly, and any unusual exertion 

may in a nx.ni nt, ii 

tnd rupture i roduced by marching in I ; in- 

deed a greal number of young men who have become soldiers, wi 
their inti gritj without the aid ofthi 
\ man who is noi ambitious I i life, may 

., ■ ,„.,, or] '"'i their are many whoae minds 

,1 i, v the const • f any imperfection in th< 

,.,.,...; rableand they demand Burgical aid. W( 

rate on Buch cases, and in an experience of thirty years have found tl 

lapted to the peculiar condition of tl 
1 toany in but themethod i 

o pupil, w< 
down upon the cord and cul ou1 a portion and tie the ends ofthedh 
ii was a certain method, and we adopted it until we unfortunal 
from erysipela mi on a debauch at the Bupper-tabl 

.,,-,;,. the operation This, though the result of 
ducedua of the other operations. We h* 

cutaneous pressure by the Bflver wire, a measure of certain efiB in ton 

j-experiei •« number absolutely free from dai 

,„ a eed not keep his bed, but can n * 
,,,„ ha, days toeffeel a run-, and obliterate entirely the old vein : a n 
lading from the embryo stock In which it always exists, .akin, the place of the 
one consolidated. The operation of shortening the scrotum, an, 

inc , li „ou.va,Ko ( vlo.i^a I vh 

commend it in »•»* ««" ,ilV deroMlda ' rti ° a 



PEOPLE WIIO ARE BLOOD AND NERVE-STARVED — INFLUENCE 
OF EXHAUSTING DISCHARGES ON THE CONSTITUTION. 

Phtsk uxs, who are often highly educated and whose motives ire g I, bav< 

two sci ntific andclassioa] words with which they unconsciously befog the Intel- 
lects of their patients. These words are "Anaemia" and "Neuralgia." The 
means "bloodlessni as; " the second, "pain in a iin\c" Neither an 
. for those whom they tell that they are anaemic, have often as much blood a 
healthy people, but it is poor and watery, and unfit to nourish the (issues of the 
body. Such people are often plump, !>ut they have always pale lips, cold hands 
and feet, and bluencss under the eyes. The second term, " Neuralgia," i 
red enough, because neuralgia may exist; but pain in a nerve is only a 

symptom of ana'mia, which isthe disease that causes it. It ought to he called 

neorssmia, or nerve starved ; because the nerves, like the blood ressels, there is 
every reason to suppose, circulate a fluid, though we do not and probably 

Dever shall know its character. It is probably electricity, as that fluid will set 
the heart in action in a recently executed person, and actually continue for a 

I time the process of digestion, \\ hen applied to the great nerves that control 
that : they pass from the brain down each side of the neck. To pre 

a medicines tor either of these conditions as disease , with the new of 
curing them, without first ascertaining the causes that produced the blood- 
starved condition of the sufferer, is quite absurd; and yet the best of our med 
ieal men ai tly giving iron, quinine, strychnine, narcotics, and valerian- 

ate of ammonia, and a great variety of drugs, to "cure" anaemic girls, 
neura a, and feeble and exhausted men, with either no suspicion of 

their terribly unnatural condition and education, or at best afters I' w <jucs- 

. most carefully studied to avoid giving offense, by condemning some 
darling sin or unnatural habit, or some gross carelessness in clothing or food, 
continued through every day of his life by the thoughtless and ignorant patient. 
The man or woman i^ blood starved by some exhausting habits or disease, such 

.ual dissipation ; piles of years and years' existence, accompanied with con- 
stant , of mucus or blood; smoking and chewing, producing partial 
paralysis of the nerves which control the blood-producing membrane of the 
blood-vessels, the "ExoAxon n " of physiology; leucorrhea or whites, repeated 

.triage either from exhaustion or abortionism ; fistula, fissure, dyspepsia, 
or ba ;i, cutting off the very source of the blood, the food ; sitting all 

day in close rooms and dancing half the night, and eating filthy confectionery 
in place of blood-producing food. All these powerful causes or anaBmia and 
neuralgia are continually overlooked, and the physician attacks these great sini 
against the laws of life with medicines! He gives tonics, when more air, food, 
and sleep are the only mi ring the lost power of producing blood, 

and continuing the full action of the nerve-power. 



Discharges and Prolapnu produc* 33 

\\ , bare j i i be n c m ilied by ■ married man <>f thirl who 

irefully examined by two medical menof this cit; rued 

and justlv celebrated proles or, and treated bj m lor a long time for 

threat and by both now pronounced to bare neural- 

gia of the spina] column, near il lower part This, as 1 
upon him instantly il 
be i do* i ccei dingly thin ; baa a deep blue tint under i 

rued He baa had very large protruding piles and pro 
of blood daily for y< mokes tobai 

very great for years; 1"-- has had no children. Win 
man i from quinine, which the professor ha ' in 

full doses, till it- characti mptom, ringing in ih 

Nothi Id him, could cure him, but the removal of hi 

: ,,„l , dnuance of his tobacco and oth i 

a full chance now, or sumo other disease, probablj of tl head, will 

carry him off. 

In woman, the existence of piles producea a constant irritation oftl 

which govern the bl 1 \ ' , ' 1 ""' 1 ,,,w:ml ""' '•' 

ovaria dor all I oswithin the pelvis, oi - of the body, d> 

their m, tl,.- lower part of the spinal column;) the monthl; 

C ha to discharges of blood; the greal mucous membrane I 

ia exhausted and bl Hess, secretions profusely mucous ; the woman ha 

,„.„„.,„ leucorrhea or whites, and almosl always prolapsus ol the womb; 
becom e8 anaemic or blood-starved, and has often neural rally in the 

bead and face, often in the back and thighs; she la short-breathed, pale, 
easily exhausted on standing or going up-staii 

ally headache; if si nceive, she has no strength to retain 

te Lost certain to mUc*rry; reduplicating her misery al «1 of hia 

^fortune, and, ftnally, either is incapacitated to bear offspring al all, or 

ducedinher, »rs of producing healthy hi 1, that her infan . sure to ; 1, 

of dropsy of the head in t ething, or wasting consumption ol its bowels, called 
IJLu. or summer diarrhea ; for all these are diseases produce 1 by an»m» 
ot!u , r the infents are also blood-starved. 

ln , iU;Ull ,. ll oases of these respective diseases -namely, piles, leucorrhe^ 
anditTu^uTattendant, prolapsus of the womb, and in v- 

"encldoTgationofAescrotum-allth parts fall downwa, relax. 

Srf^eVts which contain and support them ; and as the nervee which 
: tl ■ u all, come from the lower part of the spinal column, and «• ol 

11 • „,i, t, reach their respective destinations in thewomb, 

:,> ''" • ' n Kin-tot ;l UlL> 

rily stretched, and ^f" D ^ ^ ^ .Weariness in the loins is an 
blood vessels which nourish the* . i •• 

,, .,,.1-mt On all tin • ■ and ,fl DOt ' • r 
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NOTIO E 
Edward II. Duo*, M.D.. Editor of Tub Scalpel, will give his usual 
of Loctm. tses of the Pelvic Viscera to those Surgeons and ach 

Students who are already familiar with, but wish to acquire a practical know« 
of the modern improvements in tin- Therapeutics and surgical treatmen 
of these important organs. The various instruments and peculiar modi 
ition invented by Dr. I>., and described in 'I'm: Scalpel during the last 
ml in his works on die Diseases of Women, ainl the Sexual 
in, will be show n ami illustrated The method of curing Stricture of the 
Urethra, Hernia, Hemorrhoids, and Fistula will lie illustrated on the dead 
. and tin' d the Uterus by a series of \\:i\ preparations made by 

the Florentine Academicians. No expense will be spared in making the lec- 
tures a- comprehensive ami graphic as modern Bcience will admit Whenever 
perations performed by l>r. I>. in his private practice and II- • 
pita! may be witnessed bj the students. Lectures commence November first-. 
The fee iii all cases is Sinn in advance. A Certificate of attendance ami a 
full set of Diagrams, illustrating all of Dr. D.'s methods, will be given. Ipply 
lence, No. 42 Fifth Ivenue, between I and S daily, and 7 and ( J 
evcnii 



under the care of Edward II. Dixok, M.D., Editor of 
'I'm: Si Men. for the especial treatment of diseases of the Pelvic Viscera. 

Hemorrhoids, Fistula, Varicocele, ami Stricture no 
admit of a radical cure in a few weeks or 'lav.., in place of the palliative treat- 
ment of former 3 

newly invented instrument of Dr. D.'s, M r . Symes's method of dilating 

• I''m has been reduced to such simplicity that a full- 

1 Catheter may, in mi i at He- first attempt This method 

ten applicable to Enlarged Prostate. Hemorrhoids and Fistula are often 

curable without the knife or ligature. Oblique Hernia »r Rupture radically 

cured by i 1 that the truss may 1,0 laid aside, indeed, tl 

of the Pelvic Viscera may be said to have been entirely changed by tin- dis- 

f tie' past twenty years. 

liave been discharged, cured, within that period by 
Dr. D. 

1,1 a11 1 examination, the case is either pronounced cura- 

ble or dismissed Consultations from s to 9 a.m., 1 to 8 p.m., an. I 7 to 9 . 
at Dr. D.'s residence, No. 42 Fifth A ' • all other hour, he 

the Hospital For all visits requiring more than one day's absence fro,,, the 
city, a week's notirc i, necessary. Fees: Consultation at office, $5 to $10; 
letter of advice, $5; visits within twenty mile-. $25; fifty a nun 

hundred miles, iding it be >le within a day ; over 'that 

and all operations, by special agreement. 
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